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It was on the scepticism of David Hume, which
he took as the origin of the great European
conservative reaction, seen in Eeid's appeal to
common - sense, and in Kant's critical analysis
of the rationale of human experience; hut I
heard this with little intelligence. Kant was
an unknown name, and the technical terms of
his philosophy were to me empty sounds. As
early as 1803, indeed, Thomas Brown had given
in the ' Edinburgh Eeview' a superficial and
forgotten exposition of the ' Kritik of Pure
Eeason,' based not on the German text, but on
the French translation of Villiers; Stewart's
Dissertation on modern philosophy in 1821 con-
tained an unsympathetic chapter on Kant; this
was followed in a more eclectic spirit by Sir
James Mackintosh in his review of Stewart. But
Hamilton was the first in Scotland to appreciate
the historical magnitude of the German intellectual
reformer.

I had now completed the usual course of study
in literature and philosophy. It was time to
forecast a professional career. Devotion to the
theological problems of metaphysical thought
attracted me to Chalmers, then in the chair of chair. I had
